Creating a
SUSTAINABLE

have a significant impact
on your home's ENVIRONMENT
and the well-being of your
COMMUNITY.

REDUCING, REUSIN
and RECYCLING

Recycling is important, but first and foremost: Use less.

The things you do use can often be used over and over again — either for
the same purpose or for something totally new. Be creative. Not only are
you cutting back on your resource use; you'll also end up with some cool
eye-catching conversation starters.

Set aside bins in your green home to separate and collect recyclable
materials, including newspapers, white paper, clear and colored glass,
plastic water and milk bottles, aluminum, cardboard, batteries and
fluorescent light bulbs. Check with your local trash-collection company,
municipal government or business directory to find out what recycling
services are available.

CLEANING
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Many computers, monitors, cell phones and other electronics include toxic
materials that should not sit in landfills, and you'd be surprised how many
retailers and other companies will take your old gadgets for recycling.

The Environmental Protection Agency can help you find local electronics
recyclers.

And that's not all: Did you know you can recycle athletic shoes?
Mattresses? Dry-cleaning hangers and plastic?

Use non-toxic, environmentally safe, biodegradable cleaning products, including laundry products, which you can find at any natural grocery and even

many mainstream stores. Just read the labels carefully.

Don’t pollute your indoor air or mask odors that could alert you to a problem. Choose fragrance-free products.

PERSONAL PRACTICES

Buy locally produced items, including produce and other goods. It reduces
the amount of fossil fuels required to transport the things you buy from

other parts of the country or the world. It also reduces the amount of plastic

and paper products consumed in the packaging of such far-traveling
products. Buying local reduces the consumption of valuable natural
resources.

Instead of using grocery stores' disposable plastic or paper bags, bring
your own reusable tote bags, which are available for sale at many grocers
and other retailers. The bags are sturdier than disposable bags, making the
trip home easier, and they don’t waste resources or end up in landfills. If
you must use disposable bags, ask your bagger to avoid double-bagging
whenever possible.

Use nontoxic gardening technigues. Many gardeners over-apply or
improperly apply pesticides, putting themselves, their families and pets a
increased health risk. Nearly half of all households have pesticides stored
within reach of children. About 230,000 people each year are treated in
hospital emergency rooms for injuries related to various lawn and garden
tools. Our clean air and drinking water are affected by pesticides and
garden equipment emissions.

Urge your school district to construct new green schools and undertake
green renovations of existing schools for your children.

Advocate for green building codes and regulations in your community.

Switch to socially responsible investing.




ENERGY

Unplug the “secret energy addicts” in your home: TVs, VCRs, DVD players,
cable TV boxes, computers and printers, video game consoles, microwave
ovens and AC adapters for cell phones, digital cameras and other
electronics. Most electronic equipment, including anything that uses a
remote control, is designed to consume energy when it is turned off. That
“off" setting is actually a “standby” or “idling” mode. Standby power in the

More and more utility companies are offering their customers the option

to purchase green power — electricity generated by rapidly renewable
resources like solar power, wind turbines, geothermal systems and biomass
— to power their homes. Generally, green power adds $2 to $3 a month to
your utility bill while helping to combat global climate change and America’s
dependence on foreign oil.

Use compact fluorescent lamps in your lights.

average household consumes 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity annually.
That’s enough energy to power an entire home for two months or more. The
solution? Unplug anything that isn't being used.
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895 Fairview Lane...Custom Home on 20 Acres...$1,499,000

New construction by Mike Hickey on 20+ acre pasture. A superbly constructed home designed to highlight
magnificent panoramic views & offer luxurious yet comfortable ranch style living. Dramatic living areas
embellished by hugh picture windows, crowned & lighted 12 ft. ceilings & rich old world wall texture. Split
floor plan has two upstairs guest bedrooms off a sapcious bonus area with built-in beverage/snack niche &
fireplace. Main level layout includes Master Suite, formal living & dining areas, den & guest suite with
private bathroom. The gourmet kitchen with its stainless appliances, knotty alder cabnetry, hardwood
floors & granite slab counters opens to a family room.

1751 Pinewood Drive, Bldg 12...Investment Property...$525,000
4-Plex with townhome style units in Minden. Security gated and landscaped common areas. HOA includes
common area maintenance and landscape, snow removal and more. Total of 4 garage spaces together
with outdoor parking.
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